Over the period from 1988 to 1994 rates of attendance for first attack in men were highest in the 20-24 year age group (fig 2) . In contrast, the rate of attendance in women rises steeply to peak in the 16-19 year age group, remains stable in those aged 20-24 years, and then declines rapidly. brought about in response to the HIV epidemic. The subsequent rise in the rate of both male and female attendances for first attack and recurrent infections for genital warts is of concern and may indicate that these behavioural modifications have not been sustained. Recent rises in the incidence of gonococcal infection in young homosexual men have been attributed to a reversal in the behavioural changes brought about in response to the HIV epidemic.45 However, since the data are based on attendances at GUM clinics, it could also reflect changes in the rates of health seeking behaviour. This, in turn, could reflect the willingness of primary care to refer and clinics to treat as well as the public and professional perception of the cosmetic acceptability and health implications of genital warts.
Human papilloma virus (HPV) types 6 and 11, which are not oncogenic, are most commonly associated with genital warts.6 A small proportion of genital wart cases are associated with HPV16, 18, 31, and 33 which are found in the majority of cervical cancers, although evidence of direct causation is incomplete.7
Women with a history of genital warts are more likely to have "abnormal' smears than other GUM clinic attenders, so the continued rise in the prevalence of genital warts has implications for the later development of anogenital malignancies.8 The cervical screening programme has reduced the incidence of cervical cancer.9 Notwithstanding this, an increase in this disease may be already evident in those aged between 30 and 39 years who are likely to have been exposed to HPV during the late 1970s. 10 Public awareness of genital warts has increased substantially in recent years and this has important public health and service work load implications. Although no target for genital warts was set in the Health of the Nation,"1 the rise in attendance for first attacks of genital warts and the high level of infection seen in adolescents, particularly young women, is of concern in view of potential future risk of cervical cancer.
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